Method 6 – Two Large Rectangles = Multiple Triangles

Using this method, you will cut large, but manageable rectangles, mark sewing and cutting lines, sew them, and then cut the triangles.  The preparation/marking time is less than if you were marking each square separately.  The sewing time also is less since there is only one unit of fabric to handle instead of individual triangles. 

Step 1 – Determine how large to cut the rectangle pieces of fabric.  To determine the cut size, take the finished size and add ⅞” to both sides.  For example, if you are using 2” squares (finished size), the cut size will be 2⅞” square.  
Figure out how many of these squares you would like to have on your fabric.  Using the above example, 6 squares across would require a 17¼” length, and 4 squares down would require a 11¼” width of fabric.  This configuration would result in 24 squares of half-square triangles.  You may wish to add extra on each of the sides.

Step 2 – On the wrong side of the lighter fabric, draw the cutting lines of your squares.  Using the same example, mark 24 squares that measure 2⅞ ” each.  Then draw a diagonal line through the center of each square.  This, too, is a cutting line. [image: image1.png]



 Step 3 – Place the fabric right sides together (one marked and the other one not marked).  Sew each of the squares two times, ¼” on each side of the diagonal line through the center of the square. 

Step 4 – Press the sewn rectangle to set the stitching.  Cut on the drawn lines to make your triangles.
First, cut the lines to make strips. [image: image2.png]



 Once you have strips, cut them apart into squares. 

 [image: image3.png]



And, finally, cut the squares apart, making triangles.
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 Step 5 - Open each half-square triangle, and press (preferable press the seam allowance so it is under the darker fabric). 
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Step 6 – Trim the “dog ears” off of the edges of the squares. 
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