LAUNDRY DETERGENT
I don’t buy expensive laundry soaps anyway, but spending only about $.01 per load sounded appealing.  This works as well as any other laundry soap I’ve purchased and is easy to make.  You’ll use 2 gallon jugs to store it in, and I saved an old pot to dedicate just for soap-making.  You may pre-treat any stains like you normally would.  You can make several gallons from 1 bar of soap and much less than 1 box each of the washing soda and borax.
1/3 bar Fels Naphtha soap



½ c borax powder

½ c washing soda (NOT baking soda)

2 (1-gallon) jugs*

Grate the soap into a pot and add 6 cups of water. The more finely grated the soap is, the more quickly and thoroughly it will melt.  Heat over medium heat until the soap is completely melted.  Add the washing soda and borax; heat for 5 minutes, stirring occasionally until dissolved.  Remove from heat and let stand 5-10 minutes. Don’t allow it to cool completely, or the soap will congeal on the top. Using a funnel, divide the mixture evenly between the 2 jugs.  Add hot water to fill each jug half full.  Shake the jugs well to mix; let settle and then fill to the top with more hot water.  Let stand 12-24 hours.  The mixture will resemble egg whites in consistency.  Shake before using. Use ½ - 2/3 cup soap per load.
* I use heavier weight jugs like vinegar or juice jugs, but any gallon-sized jug will work.  If using milk jugs, you may wish to rinse them well with a bleach solution to remove any milk or milk odors before using.  You might buy an old pot from a garage sale or Goodwill to keep just for making the soap so you won’t have any soap odors or flavors in your foods. You don’t want your soup to taste like soap.
NOTE: If desired, you may add a few drops of essential oils for fragrance.

