Stabilizers at a glance
	 
	Used for:
	Best used on:
	Comes in:
	Removal:

	Cut-away stabilizers
	Permanent support
	Knits, loosely wovens
	Light to heavy weights
	Not removed, except for cutting away excess

	Tear-away stabilizers
	Temporary support
	Firmly woven, natural-fiber fabrics
	Light to heavy weights; fusible and nonfusible
	Torn away, but not always completely removable, depending on brand and stitch pattern

	Heat-away stabilizers
	Temporary support
	Nonwashable, delicate fabrics and for off-the-edge stitching techniques
	Woven sheets, plastic film
	Completely removable with iron and caution

	Wash-away stabilizers
	Temporary support
	Delicate, mesh-like, and difficult-to-mark fabrics; also for cutwork and embroidered appliqués
	Plastic film, paper sheets, brush-on or sprayable liquid
	Completely removable with water



Store stabilizers carefully
Many stabilizers look alike, so keep them in the original packaging or in clearly marked bags— or, if you're not that organized, label the stabilizer itself. Many manufacturers package stabilizers on rolls cut in convenient widths to accommodate various hoop sizes. Keep a tag inside the roll with identifying information, like the name and type of stabilizer, manufacturer's name, its use, and where it was purchased. Heat-and-melt and wash-away film stabilizers should be stored in Ziploc bags because they tend to stiffen with continued exposure to the air.
