Fabric Collage

What to do with those odd-sized and teeny tiny scraps of fabric left over from your quilting projects that you just can't bear to part with? Not to worry… there is still something else you can do with them. Let’s make more fabric!

Fabric collage with bits of fabric, threads and embellishments can open up new possibilities in your quilting. Use whole pieces of fabric collage for your projects, or incorporate smaller pieces in your quilt blocks for an interesting effect

1. Decide first if you are making your collage for a specific item or if you want a piece large enough to be able to cut smaller pieces from. Once you decide the size, cut a piece of foundation fabric (muslin or any other thin, scrap fabric you like) that size. If you are going to use your fabric collage for a specific project, cut the foundation 1-2 inches larger all around.

2. Arrange the fabric scraps randomly on your foundation square. (If desired, first spray your square with adhesive spray to hold the pieces in place.) Overlap edges by at least 1/4” to cover the foundation fabric completely. For added interest, cut the edges of some of your scraps with pinking shears. [image: image1.png]



 

3. You will now want to hold down your pieces so they don’t fly off while doing your embellishment. Using a straight stitch, sew back and forth over the fabric horizontally and vertically, creating an irregular grid. Don’t worry about the space between lines - you can pretty much eyeball them. OR

Do some free motion stitching all over the piece. Remember: the objective here is just to hold the pieces down.
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4. Continue to stitch randomly, using decorative stitches, until all scrap pieces are anchored to the foundation fabric and all edges are covered.
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5. If you wish, couch ribbon or cording, or add some more decorative stitching with metallic or variegated threads. The sky is the limit! At this point, you could also decide to sandwich your piece for this last part, and use the couching and decorative stitching to quilt your piece.
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6. Your piece is ready! Trim to whatever size you wish and enjoy!
Fabric Collage II

Here's my favorite and really quick method for a fun, "artsy" base using thin fabric strips left over from squaring up fabric, with bits of lace and trim thrown in for good measure.

I make this "base" in different sizes, and use it as a background for appliqué designs, purses, or other smaller projects. For small projects, this is also a way to use small pieces of leftover batting.

1. Decide on the size you want your "base" to be. Cut a piece of backing fabric a little larger than that size.

2. Place your backing fabric wrong side up and place a layer of thin batting on top. Place another piece on inexpensive fabric on top (anything you like, as it will not show).

3. Place thin strips of fabric on top - I used the strips left over from squaring up fabric. Place ribons and/or other trims on top. Consider adding some yarn, as I did in my example.
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4. Cover with a piece of organza - I used a wonderful emerald green. Pin all layers at corners to hold in place while you quilt (mind you, this was a small piece, so no further pinning was necesary).

5. Quilt with a decorative stitch or some free-motion quilting, as you wish.
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6. Trim to size .. You have a wonderful background piece ready for appliquéing! For other small projects, simply lay down your pattern and cut out tour shape.
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Here's another example. In this case, I used narrow leftover strips about 4 inches long. I decided not to use any trims, but used decorative stitches in a horizontal grid.
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