	NEEDLE SIZE
	SUITABLE FABRIC or MATERIAL

	IMPERIAL
	METRIC
	The lighter the fabric, the smaller the needle size, the heavier the fabric the larger the needle size

	11
	75 or 80
	Delicate, SHEER and thin fabrics and materials such as Silks, Chiffon, Satin, Taffeta, Tricots, Challis, Chambray, Charmeuse, Crepe de Chine, Gauze, Handkerchief Linen, Tissue Faille. etc.



	14
	90
	Lightweight fabrics and materials such as cotton, pique, seersucker, broadcloth, linen, calico, poplin, gingham, synthetic velvets, chintz, Chino, Flannel, Synthetic Suede, Terry, etc.



	16
	100
	Medium weight fabrics & materials such as chambray, lightweight denim, canvas, corduroy, gabardine, heavy suiting, Damask, Drapery Fabric, Fake Fur, Ticking, Woolens, etc



	18
	110
	Heavyweight fabrics such as denim, canvas, synthetic suede, Damask, Drapery Fabric, Fake Fur, Ticking, Woolens, home & upholstery, also for top coating


	21
	130
	Extra-heavyweight and THICK woven fabrics and materials suitable for upholstery or bag making.




A good rule of thumb to keep in mind: Many times the thread you will be using for your sewing project will also determine the type of needle you choose. For example, when using a fine, delicate thread, be sure to use a smaller needle size.
