	Ho Ho Ho Tree Skirt
Finished Size:
Approximately 40" x 40"

Number of appliquéd Santa Blocks and Finished Size: 4 blocks 18" x 18"

Templates in PDF files

	


	... Green plaid - 1 1/4 yards
... Green solid - 10" x 13" (holly leaves)
... Red - 2 1/4 yards (sashing, triangles, Santa's hat & mouth, holly berries, backing and binding)
... Flesh - Fat Quarter (Santa faces)
... White - 3/4 yard
... Batting - 44" x 44"
... Paper-backed fusible web - 1 yard
... 8 buttons 5/8" (eyes)
... Sewing thread
... Machine quilting thread
Cutting Instructions-Templates - PDF File)

Green Plaid
... Cut 4 squares 20" x 20" (oversized for trimming)
Green solid
... Cut 4 each Template I/IR
Red
... Cut 4 Template B
... Cut 4 Template F
... Cut 12 Template J
... Cut 4 squares 4 3/8" x 4 3/8"
... Cut 3 strips 4 3/8" x 14 5/8"
... Cut 2 strips 2 1/2" x 14 5/8"

Flesh
... Cut 4 Template A
White
... Cut 4 Template C
... Cut 4 Template D
... Cut 4 Template E
,,, Cut 4 each Template G/GR
... Cut 4 each Template H/HR
... Cut 11 squares 4 3/8" x 4 3/8"
... Cut 2 rectangles 2 1/2" x 4 3/8"




Appliquéing Blocks
Step 1. Trace Templates A-J on paper side of paper-backed fusible web. Cut apart, leaving small margin beyond drawn lines. Following manufacturer's instructions, fuse to wrong side of appropriate fabrics; cut apart on drawn lines. 
Step 2. Finger -press green plaid squares in half on both length and width; use folds as placement guide. Referring to Diagram I, position template fabrics. Following manufacturer's instructions, fuse in place to make 4 Santa Blocks. Appliqué edges by machine or hand using buttonhole stitch (Diagram II). Square blocks to 18 1/2" x 18 1/2".
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Diagram I
	[image: image2.png]



Diagram II


Step 3. Using Diagram III-A and III-B as a guide, add 2 white and 1 red triangles to corners (quick piece using 4 3/8" x 4 3/8" squares). Check to make sure color placement is same as shown in Diagrams. Measure and mark 4 1/8" on each side of remaining corner of green plaid square. Using marks as a guide, cut corner off of square.

	Quick Piecing: Draw line diagonally on wrong side of red square. Sew on line and cut away excess fabric 1/4" from seamline. Repeat steps for 2 white squares.
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Diagram III-A
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Diagram III-B


Assembling Tree Skirt
Step 4. Sew red 2 1/2" x 14 5/8" strip to white 2 1/2 " x 4 3/8" rectangle (Diagram IV-A). Make 2 sashing strips.
Step 5. Sew red 4 3/8" x 14 5/8" strip to white 4 3/8 " x 4 3/8" square (Diagram IV-B) Make 3 sashing strips.
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Diagram IV-A and IV-B

Step 6. Using Assembly Diagram as a guide, sew blocks and sashing together to make tree skirt. Leave seam open between two 2 1/2" x 18 1/2" pieced-sashing strips. (Strips will overlap approximately 1/4")
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Assembly Diagram

Step 7. Make a circle cutting guide using Template K diagram. Place assembled tree skirt top on a flat surface. Using Diagram V as a guide, lay circle cutting guide (Template K) over square opening. Draw line around template. Using line as a guide, cut to make circular opening.
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Diagram V

Step 8. Using Diagram VI as a placement guide, appliqué holly leaves and berries on white pieced-trapezoids on each side of tree skirt. When appliquéing pieces on side that is split, be sure to leave room for binding to be attached.
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Diagram VI

Step 9. Layer and baste tree skirt top for quilting method of your choice. After quilting has been completed, trim backing and batting even with edge of tree skirt top. Using top's open side and center circle as cutting guide, cut batting and backing between 2" wide sashing strips and around center circle.
Step 10. Bind outer edge, slit and center circle of tree skirt with bias-cut red fabric
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I have made a half skirt, working on the assumption that most Christmas trees are placed against a wall.  If you would prefer to make a full skirt, just do twice as much of everything.

To make the Christmas tree skirt, I used 1/2 metre each of red, green and white fabric, and a 32" by 62"  rectangle each of wadding and backing fabric.  For the backing I used some upholstery fabric that I had spare but that was a big mistake - it was thicker than quilting fabric and much more difficult to quilt.
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Trim the edges of all three fabrics to make sure they are square.  Cut the green fabric in half along the fold so that you have 2 green rectangles each 22" by 18".  Cut four 3" strips of white and four 3" strips of red fabric. all 22" long (cutting across the width will give you two 22" strips).  Attach a strip of white at the top and bottom of each green rectangle, along the 22" edge.  Then add the red strips above and below the white strips.
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Working from the left hand edge, mark 1.1/2" intervals across the 
red fabric both at top and at bottom.  It is best to measure from the edge each time rather than just adding 1.1/2", so that any mistakes will be noticed straight away.

I also drew a line across the middle of the green fabric and made the same 1.1/2" markings on it, as my ruler is not long enough to draw a complete line from top to bottom of the fabric. 
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Starting in the bottom left hand corner, draw a line to the first mark on the centre (1.1/2") and then continue that line to the second mark on the top of the fabric (3").  Then draw the line down to the centre at 4.1/2" and continue down to the bottom at 6".  Continue across the fabric so that you end up with markings for 3 triangles with a half size triangle at each end.


Do the same for the other piece of fabric and cut out the triangles.  You should now have 6 triangles and 4 half size triangles.
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Cut six 2" strips of the white fabric across the width.  Cut a 28" length from each strip (save the rest to be used as binding).  Attach each one to 2 of the triangles placed opposite ends up as shown.

 Cut up the length of the middle of the white strip so that each triangle is attached to a 1" strip of white fabric. 
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I found that the easiest way to do this was to place the edges of the triangles together.  The white strip down the middle folds naturally in half and then you can snip up the fold.

The top of the triangle is too thin to be attached properly, but don't worry because these bits will be trimmed to give a rounded edge to the top of the skirt.
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Place all the triangles together side by side and attach them to each other so that there is a white strip between each pair of triangles.  To give a little more width to the skirt (and to use up the scraps because I hate waste) I sewed together the half size triangles to make full triangles and attached one at each end of the skirt.  These will be tucked away near the wall.

If you are making a full round skirt, you would just add the same number of full triangles again to give a full a full round.
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Trim the top edge of the Christmas tree skirt to a gentle curve.  Iron.  Lay the backing fabric right side down on the table, smooth and lay the wadding on top, smooth and lay the patchwork fabric on top.  Pin and baste.

To quilt the layers together I stitched just to the side of all the seams and then quilted a few stars in the white strips of fabric.
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Baste all round the edge and bind with 2" strips.  Full instructions for binding are given in the Baby Quilt instructions in the Free Pattern section so I won't repeat myself here.  I used alternating strips of red and white which was meant to give a sort of candy stripe effect, but I think I should have used shorter strips to give that effect fully.
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There now just remains the ties to hold the Christmas tree skirt in place.  Take 2 strips of red fabric 12" by 2".  Fold in the all the raw edges to the wrong side of the fabric and pin in place.  Then fold the whole strip in half along its length.  I know this means removing the pins and replacing them as the strip is folded, but I find that this works better than trying to fold the edges in without pinning at the first stage.  
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 Sew near the edges on both sides of the tie to hold everything in place and hand sew the ties to the top corners of the skirt.

I used all the white and green fabric but had a few strips of red left - they went straight into the bag for making Christmas cards with.

Now all you need is the Christmas tree to go with the skirt.

Christmas tree skirt tutorial 




First, make 15 little log cabin blocks. I basically used this method, but I didn't use those measurements. I used tiny scraps from my scrap bucket. The finished log cabin squares range in size from to 3.75" x 4.25" to 5" x 6".



I made them one of two ways:

green center, 4 red logs, then 4 green logs
or
red center, 4 green logs, then 4 red logs.



then I added 4 white borders so the block would be larger than 7.5"



trim up the block to 7.5"
do this for all 15 blocks.
also, cut one plain white square 7.5"



for the center of your tree skirt, cut a 21.5" square from the background fabric



layout as shown



sew together



baste



and quilt as desired.



cut out a piece of paper into a circle 5" in diameter and pin it to the center. Trace around it onto the fabric. Cut out the center circle, also make a slit to the edge. I used masking tape to mark my line for cutting to the edge then removed the tape immediately afterward.



now it's time to add the binding. I don't care for bias binding, so for the outside edges, I made straight grain binding by cutting 5 strips of fabric 2.25" x width of fabric, then joined them together.



starting at the left hand side, layout the binding around the perimeter of the quilt



and machine stitch in place



ending at the right hand edge of the circle.



hand stitch the binding to the back by hand



now, for the middle circle, you will need to use bias binding.

cut one strip on the bias measuring 2" wide by 22" long. I pieced mine to save fabric.



use a 1/2" binding tool to make the binding strip



fold in the raw edge




then fold two sides in toward the center and press. this will be the your starting edge.



with the starting edge at the beginning of the circle, pin in place, leaving a tail at the end of the circle



using a walking foot, sew into place. take it slow and easy and be careful not to stab yourself with all those pins sticking out.



sew to the end of the circle and back stitch




now trim the tail a bit and fold in the raw edges. you want this tail to be about 1.25" long after the edges are folded in.



at this point I changed to my regular 1/4" foot so I could sew the tab more neatly than if I was using my walking foot.



now all the edges should be sewn together



for the closure, I am using stainless steel snaps. I love these things-they are easy to use and durable. (I buy them at Wal-Mart, Jo Ann's or Hobby Lobby.) These are size 16 - 7/16".



(you can see the snap setter that I use on the left)

attach the snaps




and your tree skirt is done!











it's totally reversible, too. you could as easily use the back as the front.



The finished size is approximately 35" square.

