
Making a 5 point star block       by Sue Atkinson 
 
First of all, in order to make this block, you need to understand that if you want all the points 
measuring the same distance from the center of the star, the STAR WILL NOT BE SQUARE. The 
widest part across the STAR is 12” but the tallest part will only be 11 3/8”. This will give you 5/8” to 
adjust the star where you want it in reference to the top or bottom. I prefer close to the middle 
because it leaves me only 2 points to worry about not cutting off. 
 
With that being said, let’s get started. The first thing you need to do is rough draw your 12” square. 
Mark your center both across and down. These are done in red on the drawing below. 
Now to make your star more centered on the block, I chose to make the center of the Star ½” below 
the center line. You can see that in the picture marked in black. 
 
With your protractor, you will need to mark around the block as shown. The star points need to be 
drawn every 72 degrees and the inside part of the star legs are half that distance. SO I marked 
around the Center STAR at 36, 72, 108, 144, 180, 116, 152, 188 & 324. The “0” is already marked so 
you don’t have to re-mark that.  
Next, draw lines (mine are in blue) from the star center out through each mark to the edge of the 
block.  The drawing below shows what you should have at this point. 
 

 



Now to form the star. The star points will be centered on lines 0, 72, 144, 116 & 188. The shortest 2 
are 72 & 188. Both of these lines should measure 6 ¼”.  If you want your star to be as large as you 
can make it & be equal in length, then these are the lines you will use to determine the length of each 
point. For lines 0, 144 & 116 you will need to make a mark 6 1/4'” from the Star center.  
 
On lines 36, 108, 180, 152 & 324 you will need to place a mark on these lines where you want the 
star legs to join. In this block, I used 3” out from the center. Draw a line from the star center to the 3” 
marks. 
Now all you have to do is connect the dots. Start with “0” and draw a line to the 3” mark on line 36, 
from 36 you connect with 6 ¼” on 72, 72 connects with 3” mark on108 and so on until you have a 
complete star formed like the picture below. 
 

 
 
As you can see in this picture, I drew this star before figuring out how it would look in the block so I 
had to readjust the outside edges to fit like I wanted it to. From here you can determine how you want 
the filler pieces to fit in. I have not drawn them in here but I’m sure you can work that out. 
 
If you prefer a star with longer points, instead of the 3” markers I did on lines 36, 108, 180, 152 & 324, 
you can use a smaller one, say 2 ½ ” or less. The choice is yours. Try a few at different lengths to see 
which one appeals to you.  
  


